
 

Hope Springs Eternal 

This week’s theme is hope springs eternal.  Which 
seems apt (even if Spring has gone into retreat).  
The line is originally from Alexander Pope’s (1688 
– 1744) Epistle on Man.  
 

Hope humbly then; with trembling pinions soar; 

Wait the great teacher Death; and God adore! 

What future bliss, he gives not thee to know, 

But gives that hope to be thy blessing now. 

Hope springs eternal in the human breast: 

Man never is, but always to be blest: 

The soul, uneasy and confin'd from home, 

Rests and expatiates in a life to come. 

 

Pope was famous for his scathing satirical verse 
(he was part of the same literary set as Jonathon 
Swift) but this was a philosophical musing.     
However the line was so good it escaped from 
the poem and entered the language as a common 
saying, especially beloved of the writers of titles: 
 
Hope Springs Eternal – is a novel by Edward O 
Phillips 
 
Prairie River: Hope Springs Eternal – a children’s 
book by Kristiana Gregory 
 
And the full title of the Stephen King 
“Shawshank” novella is: Rita Hayworth and the 
Shawshank Redemption – Hope Springs Eternal 
 
There is a 2018 film called Hope Springs Eternal 
and two recent films called, Hope Springs, not to 
mention numerous songs, musical pieces and  
albums. 
 
Pope is not read that much today – certainly not 

compared to his sensational success and celebrity 

in his own day. But his brilliance with words lives 

on in sayings that remain in common use – as 

well as hope springs eternal, Pope coined: fools 

rush in (where angels fear to tread), a little   

learning is a dangerous thing, and to err is        

human, to forgive divine. 

 



 

Pope shares with Shakespeare the              
distinction of having contributed multiple 
expressions to the English language.  It is 
true that Shakespeare contributed far more 
that are still frequently used but it is also 
true that he is credited with far more than 
he actually originated (he tends to get credit 
for expressions that were already in common 
use). 
 
Alexander Pope and William Shakespeare 
share another peculiarity which I shan’t ask 
anyone to guess as it is a bit of a strange 
one: the moons of Uranus. 
 
Moons in the Solar System are generally 
named for figures from mythology.  Jupiter, 
for example, has moons like Io and         
Ganymede which are named after the god 
Jupiter’s lovers.  Much further out the dwarf 
planet Quaoua has a moon, Weywot which 
takes its name from the sky god of the 
Tongva Native American tribe. 
 
But Uranus, the Norfolk of the Solar System, 
does different.  The first moons discovered 
(by William Herschell) were named for 
Shakespearean characters from Midsummer 
Night’s Dream: Titania and Oberon, but the 
next two, Ariel and Umbriel got names 
drawn from Pope’s The Rape of the Lock. 
 

Moons continue to be discovered (there are 

around 290 known so far). So, keep writing 

and, you never know, you might one day get 

a moon named after one of your characters! 

Above, Umbriel 

Below, Ariel 

 

Writing Prompts:  

  

Hope Springs Eternal.  

  

A Little Learning is a Dangerous Thing.  

 

 Fools Rush In. 


